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LinkedIn: panahov  |  Homepage: panahovf.github.io 

Economist at RBC, working on economic growth, competitiveness and the energy transition. Master’s from MIT 
in Data, Economics and Policy, with research done in Python and R. Passed CFA Level 1; Level 2 planned. 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

Royal Bank of Canada Jul 2018 — Present 
Economist; RBC Thought Leadership Toronto, ON | Sep 2022 — Present 
• Design and run quantitative research on the Canadian economy, turning data into clear views and insights. 
• Co-author on flagship reports such as Capital Gains and Climate Action — widely-read analytical publications that 

inform Canadian policy, investment, and corporate decision-making. 
• Contributor to newsletters Current Account, Trade Zone, and Climate Crunch, reaching 30,000+ readers. 
• Built and maintain the Climate Action Institute's two flagship analytical assets — Climate Capital Flows and the Climate 

Action Barometer — referenced by industry and government stakeholders; led cross-domain research across four 
iterations of the Institute's annual report. Designed and ran consumer and CEO survey programs end-to-end. 

 

Research Associate; RBC Economics Toronto, ON | Jul 2019 — Dec 2021 
•  Collected and analyzed macroeconomic data for publications, client presentations, and ad-hoc requests prioritized by 

the Chief and Deputy Chief Economist. 
•  Maintained departmental databases covering macroeconomic indicators, interest rates and exchange rates, supporting 

forecasting and client-facing analysis. 
 

Banking Advisor, RBC Personal Banking Toronto, ON | Jul 2018 — Jul 2019 

RESEARCH PROJECTS (PYTHON & R) 

Research with Prof. Alissa M. Kleinnijenhuis (currently at Columbia University) Jul 2024 — Mar 2025 
•  Built country-specific coal phase-out pathways by adjusting NGFS emissions scenarios against carbon budgets using 

asset-level fossil-fuel facility data (paper, github). Quantified country-level economic and health co-benefits of 
fossil-fuel phase-out versus business-as-usual using global grid-level geospatial datasets (paper, github). Outputs 
supported engagement with the Coalition of Finance Ministers for Climate Action at COP29 and underpin a 
developing-country pathways dashboard with the Forward Global Institute. 

World Bank Group: Short-Term Consultant (Research) Aug 2023 — Aug 2024 
•  Designed a novel methodology to measure green employment in developing labour markets, combining occupational 

data with task-based green-skills taxonomies. Contributed to the analysis for the green-skills chapter of the World 
Bank’s flagship report Choosing Our Future: Education for Climate Action. Research supported the World Bank’s 
engagement at COP28 and subsequent policy dialogue with MENA-region governments on workforce planning. 

EDUCATION 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 2022 
Master in Data, Economics and Development Policy | GPA: 4.8/5.0 
University of British Columbia (UBC) 2013 — 2017 
Bachelor of Science in Economics (high concentration in Math & Stats) | GPA: 4.0/4.33 

EXTRACURRICULAR 

Toronto Association for Business Economics (TABE) — Board member. 
MIT Alumni Club of Toronto — Leadership role; organize events and engage alumni. E.g. lunch with MIT Prof. C. Wolfram. 
UBC Alumni Mentorship Program — Mentor a new graduate, supporting early-career navigation, CV review, networking. 

SKILLS 

Certificates CFA Level 1 (2019); CFA Level 2 (planned); CFA Institute Climate Risk, Valuation, and Investing (2025) 
Technical Python, R, Tableau, Excel 

HONORS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

RBC PH&N Investment Counsel — CFA Scholarship & Career Mentorship Program 2024 
CFA Institute Scholarship 2018 
Azerbaijan Government Scholarship Program 2013 — 2017 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Scholarship for International Students 2014, 2015 
International Student Faculty Award 2014 
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